
1 Kings 19:11-13

Elijah Meets God at Horeb

Then the word of the Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go out and stand 

on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to 

pass by.’ 

Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, 

but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 

earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and 

after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire;

and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 

When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and

went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 

Then there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you 

doing here, Elijah?’ 

Matt 3:13-17

The Baptism of Jesus

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 

John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus 

answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 

Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 



Matthew 8:18,23-27

Jesus Stills the Storm

Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave 

orders to go over to the other side. And when he got into 

the boat, his disciples followed him. 

A gale arose on the lake, so great that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 

And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We 

are perishing!’ 

And he said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’

Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and 

there was a dead calm. 

They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort of man is this, that 

even the winds and the sea obey him?’ 

Luke 2:27-35

Jesus is presented in the Temple (excerpt, NRSV)

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

what was customary under the law, Simeon took Jesus in 

his arms and praised God, saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

    according to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation,

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles

    and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 

was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 

too.”



John 1:43-51

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael (NRSV)

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip

and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about 

whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, 

‘Come and see.’ 

You might want to finish reading here

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of

him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 

Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ 

Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God! You are the King of Israel!’ 

Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I 

saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 

than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you 

will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

John 4:5-15

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria (NRSV)

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot 

of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 

well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was 

sitting by the well. It was about noon.

 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to

her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city to 

buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it 

that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ 

(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 

Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it

is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 

greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and 

with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,

but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 

never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in 

them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The 

woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may 

never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.’ 



John 20.24-29

Jesus and Thomas (NRSV)

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 

not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told 

him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.’

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here 

and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My

Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

John 21:20-23

Jesus, Peter and the Beloved Disciple

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 

following them; he was the one who had reclined next to 

Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is 

going to betray you?’ 

When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about 

him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I 

come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ 

So the rumour spread in the community that this disciple 

would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would 

not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, 

what is that to you?’



Romans 12.1-5

The new life in Christ (NRSV)

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.

You might want to finish reading here

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 

not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 

think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one 

body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. 

Ephesians 6:18-20

Pray in the Spirit at all times

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and 

supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere 

in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that 

when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I

am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 

boldly, as I must speak. 


